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Session Information 
At 2:05 p.m. on Wednesday, February 9, 2022, the House stands adjourned until Monday, March 21, 2022, at 12:00 
p.m., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
At 2:12 p.m. on Wednesday, February 9, 2022, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, March 28, 2022, at 1:00 
p.m. unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
March 21-23, 28-30, April 11-13, 25-27, May 23-25, June 7-9, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
Senate 
March 28-30, April 4-6, 11-13, May 23-25, June 6-8, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Hearings 

• House Appropriations budget hearing with PDE: March 7 
• Senate Appropriations budget hearing with PDE: March 10 
• House Democratic Policy Committee Public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes: 

March 8, 2022 - 12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 

News and Updates 
 
New School Property Tax Elimination Plan. A state lawmaker has come up with a revised version of a plan he first 
introduced three years ago that would not only eliminate school property taxes but would make it illegal for a 
Pennsylvania school district to impose one. Of course, the plan calls for some tax shifting to generate the $16 billion 
needed to replace the lost property tax revenue for schools. It also includes new taxes on certain retirement income 
and food and clothing. Rep. Frank Ryan, R-Lebanon County, on Thursday unveiled his a 314-page House Bill 
13 that is the product of five years of work and pulls in the expertise of a bipartisan working group of property tax 
elimination advocates. “Everybody wants to get rid of property taxes as long as the other person is the one who is 
going to pay the replacement tax,” Ryan said at a Capitol news conference flanked by members of his working group. 
“It is clear that any solution will require sacrifice on the part of all Pennsylvanians.” Read the rest of the story: “Pa. 
Lawmaker Introduces Property Tax Elimination Plan That Would Hike Retirement, Sales, Income Tax 
Levels” (from pennlive.com, 1/25/22). 
 
Pennsylvania Gets New Congressional Map.   
On Feb. 23, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court announced their decision to select the "Carter Map" from the 13 
congressional plans proposed to the court. The plan, proposed by a group of Pennsylvania voters represented by a 
national Democratic redistricting committee, was among the most effective maps before the court at limiting partisan 
bias. Its lawyers also touted its "least-change" approach, where it attempted to minimize changes from the 2018 
congressional map. The Carter map includes a few more splits than the map recommended by Republican 
Commonwealth Court judge Patricia McCullough, while being slightly more compact. Taken with superior partisan 
fairness metrics, the Carter map was a reasonable selection for the Court. However, as with House Bill 2146 
recommended by the Commonwealth Court, this is not a map drawn with extensive citizen engagement. Hopefully, 
despite the map being sound on the metrics, this gives Pennsylvanians renewed energy to create a standard in which 
voters drive how the commonwealth draws the lines. 
 
New PIAA Championship Site. The PIAA sent shockwaves throughout the Pennsylvania high school sports world 
last Wednesday when it made the decision to move a few fall sports championships, including football, to a different 
site for the first time in nearly a quarter century. At its monthly meeting, the PIAA’s Board of Directors voted to 
move its PIAA football championships to Cumberland Valley High School for 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025. The 
PIAA’s soccer, volleyball and field hockey championships will also be played at Cumberland Valley for the next 
four years. This fall will mark the first time since 1998 that the state’s football championships will not be played at 
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Hersheypark Stadium in Hershey. Read the rest of the story: “PIAA's Board of Directors Votes To Move State 
Football Championships to Cumberland Valley” (from pennlive.com, 2/23/22). 
 
Gov. Wolf Reveals Final Budget 
Gov. Tom Wolf unveiled his eighth and final budget proposal to the General Assembly Feb. 8 during a joint session. 
The $43.7 billion proposal invests in education, workforce and economic development initiatives. Gov. Wolf stated 
Pennsylvania did not achieve a sound financial position by raising taxes, but rather by “paying our bills.” He noted 
education, specifically the Fair Funding Formula, is “still one big commitment left unfulfilled.” The governor 
remarked, “Refusing to fund education equitably does not save us money. It just means we wind up spending more 
on social services, remedial programs, even prisons.”  
The fair and equitable education funding outlined in the proposal allots: 
• a $1.55 billion increase in basic education funding, with $1.25 billion through the Fair Funding Formula and $300 
million in the Level Up initiative; 
• a $200 million increase in special education funding; 
• $200 million for the Nellie Bly Scholarship Program; 
• $125 million for higher education, including $75 million for the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education; 
• $1 million to address college hunger; 
• a $500,000 increase for the It’s On Us initiative; and 
• $500,000 for adult and family literacy. 
Additional investments in child care and education include: 
• $77.7 million to continue the increase in Child Care Works base rates; 
• $44.3 million in federal funds to reduce co-payments for families in Child Care Works; 
• $6.1 million to incentivize non-traditional child care; 
• $60 million for Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts to fund enrollment for an additional 2,308 
Children; 
• $10 million for Head Start, and 
• $30 million for new child care options for commonwealth employees. 
The plan lowers education tax credit administrative set-asides from 20 percent to 5 percent and includes 
comprehensive Charter School Law reform to align funding with actual costs as well as apply the same laws across 
all public schools. It also aims to increase the statutory minimum teacher salary from $18,500 to $45,000. 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 1028 Stefano, P. (R) 
Purple Star Schools Designation. The bill would provide “Purple Star” recognition to schools that show compliance 
with Act 119 of 2018 by maintaining a website that includes resources for military-connected students and their 
families, designating a staff point of contact for these students, adopting a resolution showing support for them; 
recognizing the Month of the Military Child or Military Family Month with relevant events hosted by the campus, 
providing training to school staff to best equip them to support these families, and establishing a partnership with a 
military installation. (The bill is similar to HB 1867, which was passed unanimously on January 24 by the House 
Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee.) Reported as amended from Senate Veterans Affairs & 
Emergency Preparedness, Feb. 7, 2022. 
 
HB 232 Mustello, M. (R) Now Act 11 
Allowing School Districts to Change their Names. Amends the Public School Code adding language allowing a 
school district to change its name by a vote of the local board of school directors of the school district and the 
approval of the Department of Education. Specifies a school district of the third class that is located within the county 
of the fifth or sixth class may change its name by a two-thirds vote. This process mirrors the process for a school 
district to change its name when there is a merger between two districts. Effective immediately. This bill affects two 
schools. Signed in House, Feb. 9, 2022. Signed in Senate, Feb. 9, 2022. Presented to the Governor, Feb. 9, 2022. 
Approved by the Governor, Feb. 17, 2022. --Act No. 11 
  
HB 726 Ortitay, J. (R) 
Disability Inclusive Curriculum. Amends the Public School Code adding a new article establishing a pilot program 
to provide instruction to students on the political, economic and social contributions of individuals with disabilities. 
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Provides the pilot program shall operate for three full school years, beginning with the 2022-23 school years. 
Requires the Department of Education to select no less than eight school entities or nonpublic schools to participate 
in the pilot program. Provides for the department's responsibilities and for the evaluation of the pilot program. Also 
requires the department to compile an annual report on the pilot program and submit it to the chairs and minority 
chairs of the House and Senate Education Committees. Effective immediately. Discussed in House Education 
Committee hearing Feb. 10, 2022.  
 
HB 1244 Quinn, C. (R) 
Private Driver Education. Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in licensing of drivers, establishing a curriculum developed 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to license private driver educational schools and making a related 
repeal. Effective in 180 days. Reported from House Education with a request to re-refer to House Education 
Feb. 9, 2022.  
 
HB 1867 Boback, K. (R) 
Purple Star School Program. The bill establishes a Purple Star School Program in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania that will recognize schools that provide strong services for educational transition issues of military 
families. Under the program, schools will be designated as Purple Star campuses if they demonstrate military-
friendly practices and meet certain requirements such as: having a military liaison staff member; a webpage on the 
school’s website that includes resources for military students and families; and, professional development training 
opportunities for staff members on issues relating to military students. Third consideration and final passage in the 
House, Feb. 7, 2022 (200-0). 
 
HR 163 Mackenzie, R. (R) 
Public School Training Mandate Study. The resolution directs the Joint State Government Commission to 
establish an advisory committee to study all of the training mandates for public school educators in federal and state 
law or regulations; prepare an assessment of all training mandates in state law or regulations and identify any 
duplicate federal and state training mandates; evaluate any potential negative impacts of eliminating certain training 
mandates in state law or regulations; and include any recommendations relating to eliminating any training mandates 
in state law or regulations. The Commission would be required to issue a report of the advisory committee’s findings 
and recommendations to the House of Representatives no later than 18 months from the adoption of the resolution. 
Adopted in the House (200-0) Feb. 7, 2022. 
 
New Legislation 
 
SB 1092 Kearney, T. (D) 
Age-Appropriate Consent Education. This amends the Public School Code of 1949, in terms and courses of study, 
providing for consent education. Spread out through K-12, consent education would cover the definition of consent, 
the importance of receiving consent in daily interactions, and the consequences of individuals for acting without 
receiving consent from others involved. Introduced and referred to Senate Education, Feb. 23, 2022. 
 
SB 1095 Boscola, L. (D) 
First in Math Initiative. This amends the Public School Code of 1949, in terms and courses of study, providing for 
supplemental mathematics program for grades K-5. The initiative will be administered through the Dept. of 
Education over a five year period to provide the First in Math services to every K-5 student in the Commonwealth. 
The program will be optional and flexible. Introduced and referred to Senate Education Feb. 23, 2022. 
 
HB 13 Ryan, F. (R) 
Property Tax Elimination. Amends Titles 53 (Municipalities Generally) & 72 (Taxation & Fiscal Affairs), 
eliminating school district property taxes and make it illegal for a district to impose them; imposing county and 
school district taxes; establishing the School District Emergency & Property Tax Elimination Funds. Introduced 
and referred to House Finance Feb. 24, 2022. 
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HB 2350 Kinsey, S. (D)  
Protecting Student Pedestrians. Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in traffic-control devices, further providing for traffic-
control signals. It will prohibit turns at red traffic lights in school zones and will require PennDOT to post “No Turn 
on Red” signs at each of these intersections to ensure that drivers are fully aware of this rule. Filed Feb. 17, 2022. 
 
HB 2360 Pennycuick, T. (F)(R)  
EOAs for Military Families. Amends Public School Code, providing for military education opportunity account. I 
would establish Military Education Opportunity Accounts, a restricted-use educational savings account for students 
in military families. Under the bill, a child residing in Pennsylvania whose parent or guardian is on full-time active-
duty in the U.S. Armed Forces, is a member of the National Guard and reserve on active duty or was killed in the line 
of duty would be eligible for a Military Education Opportunity Account. The Military Education Opportunity 
Account would be administered by the Commonwealth, working with military families to fund educational needs of 
eligible students. The amount deposited in the account would be a percentage of the state’s per-pupil education 
subsidy. Military families would be able to use the money for a variety of approved educational needs, including: 
tuition, tutoring, online programs, therapy, curriculum, and textbooks. Filed Feb. 18, 2022.  
 
HB 2362 Pennycuick, T. (F)(R)  
Public School Financial Transparency. This is an Act providing for the posting of annual financial information for 
public school entities. It would modernize data reporting and increase the transparency of Pennsylvania’s taxpayer-
funded public schools by establishing a searchable database providing detailed information such as receipts and 
expenses of school districts, charter and cyber charter schools, and area vocational-technical schools. It will not result 
in any new reporting requirements or costs to public schools. Filed Feb. 22, 2022.  
 
HB 2363 Gleim, B. (R)  
First in Math. Amends Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for supplemental mathematics 
program for grades kindergarten through five. It will be administered through the Dept. of Education over a five-year 
period to provide the First in Math services to every K-5 student in the Commonwealth. The program will be optional 
and flexible and will not be mandated in the school’s curriculum. Filed Feb. 22, 2022.  
 
Cosponsor Memos 
HCO2700 O'Mara, Jennifer(D) (Delaware) Requires schools to notify parents and legal guardians when their child is 
involved in or experiences bullying.  
HCO2711 Cruz, Angel(D) (Philadelphia) Implements clear backpack policies statewide by requiring the governing 
board of each school entity in Pennsylvania to develop and implement a clear backpack policy for the middle and 
high schools in their jurisdictions.  
HCO2712 Ortitay, Jason(R) (Allegheny) Considers several items to enhance the education workforce such as teacher 
recruitment, retention, and diversity. Requires the Pennsylvania Department of Education to appoint an individual 
responsible for coordinating those items.  
SCO1432 Fontana, Wayne(D) (Allegheny) Creates the Nellie Bly Scholarship Program for students attending a 
PASSHE university. Provides a scholarship to full-time undergraduate students with a household income of under 
$104,800.  
SCO1439 Brooks, Michele(R) (Mercer) Creates an accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program for students 
who have already completed a bachelor's degree in another field and want to pursue a nursing degree. 
 
National and Federal News and Updates 
New CDC Guidance: Most people in the United States live in areas where those who are healthy do not need to 
wear masks indoors, according to new US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance -- a sweeping change 
from what earlier Covid-19 metrics recommended. New CDC metrics indicate that about 28% of people in the 
United States live in a county where they need to wear masks indoors. Previously, CDC pointed to levels of 
coronavirus transmission within communities as a key metric for restrictions and recommended that people in areas 
with high or substantial levels of transmission -- about 99% of the population -- should wear masks indoors. Now, 
the CDC's "Covid-19 community level" metrics are based on three pieces of data in a community: new Covid-19 
hospitalizations, hospital capacity and new Covid-19 cases. The CDC's website includes a list of US counties and 
their current Covid-19 levels. Under the updated guidance, more than 70% of the US population is in a location with 
low or medium Covid-19 community levels. For those areas, there is no recommendation for indoor masking unless 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2145-DM76655&ACSTrackingLabel=02.25.2022%20-%20COVID-19%20Data%20Tracker%20Weekly%20Review&deliveryName=USCDC_2145-DM76655
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
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you are at potential "increased risk" for Covid-19 and if so, the CDC recommends talking to your health care 
provider about wearing a mask. Read the rest of the story: “New CDC Covid-19 Metrics Drop Strong Mask 
Recommendations for Most of the Country” (from CNN, 2/25/22). 
  
Guidance for Schools Regarding the New CDC Update: (from AASA) Notable to the guidance, schools are no 
longer considered in a unique category when it comes to masking recommendations. That is, under the new 
guidelines, universal masking in schools is now only recommended in areas with a high level (as summarized above). 
The other big point of information is specific to masking on buses. In the revised guidance, CDC clarifies that the 
TSA mask mandate for public transportation does not apply to public or private schools, including early care and 
education/child care programs. CDC is making this change to  align with updated guidance that no longer 
recommends universal indoor mask wearing in K-12 schools and early education settings in areas with a low or 
medium COVID-19 Community Level. School systems at their discretion may choose to require that people wear 
masks on buses or vans. 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/25/health/cdc-covid-metrics-mask-guidance/index.html
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